Jesus Cleanses the Temple
Mark 11:15-19

Mark 11:15-19 - The Message
15-17 They arrived at Jerusalem.
Immediately on entering the Temple Jesus
started throwing out everyone who had
set up shop there, buying and selling. He
kicked over the tables of the bankers and
the stalls of the pigeon merchants. He
didn't let anyone even carry a basket
through the Temple. And then he taught
them, quoting this text:
My house was designated a house of
prayer for the nations;
You've turned it into a hangout for
thieves.
18 The high priests and religion scholars
heard what was going on and plotted how
they might get rid of him. They panicked,
for the entire crowd was carried away by
his teaching.
19 At evening, Jesus and his disciples left
the city.

Jesus shows us a side of who He
is that is generally outside of our
normal view of Him in this story.

Mark 11:15-19 - TNIV
15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered
the temple courts and began driving out
those who were buying and selling there.
He overturned the tables of the money
changers and the benches of those
selling doves, 16 and would not allow
anyone to carry merchandise through the
temple courts. 17 And as he taught them,
he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will
be called a house of prayer for all
nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of
robbers.’”
18 The chief priests and the teachers of
the law heard this and began looking for a
way to kill him, for they feared him,
because the whole crowd was amazed at
his teaching.
19 When evening came, Jesus and his
disciples went out of the city.

Media to use:
★ h t t p : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=TJHAWUDd0JE (longer clip)
★ h t t p : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=Ufq7srkz1sc (short clip)

Jesus Cleanses the Temple - Mark 11:15-19
Thoughts on this passage:
Worshipers of God at this time were required to
make sacrifices using animals. The issue in this
passage is that inside the temple it was similar to
a flea market with people buying and selling
animals for sacrifices and exchanging money.
Worship was supposed to take place, but how
could it with all the ruckus going on in the
background. Allowing people to purchase
animals to sacrifice did help people out in a way,
but those selling animals charged unfair rates
and the money changers did the same. Not only
was Jesus upset that worship was difficult in this
setting due to distractions, but unfair practices
were taking place as well. Jesus also shows us
that sin bothers Him and that it will not be
tolerated, especially in the Temple of God. The
chief priests did not appreciate Jesus
interrupting the way the temple was working
because the chief priests profited from the
exchange of money and goods. Towards the
end of the passage the chief priests and
teachers of the law attempt to figure out a way to
kill Jesus.

What does this passage have
to do with where kids are at?
In the same way people at this time were
distracted as they tried to worship due to what
was going on around them kids today are
distracted too. Kids are distracted due to
numerous influences going on around them.
Examples are social networks, cell phones,
friends, sports, as well as many others. Some
distractions appear to be good activities or

things, but when they take away kids
opportunities to worship the one true God it
becomes an issue. This is the beauty of taking
kids to Young Life camp in the summer.
Distractions are taken away and kids get to hear
the Gospel in a setting that is pure and holy. If
we can help kids notice and navigate around the
things in their lives that are distracting them, then
they can see a true picture of who Jesus is and
His desire for their lives.

Campaigner Questions:
๏ Have you ever been in a situation where
someone walked into the room you are in
and became very upset? If so what was it
like and what did this person do?
๏ What are things in your life or our lives as
Americans that distract us from worshiping
God?
๏ What is your reaction to how Jesus reacted
to this situation? Does it surprise you how
upset he got? Do you think his reaction is
appropriate and called for?
๏ What point do you think Jesus is trying to
make as he clears the temple and does
what he does?
๏ What is one distraction that you think you
need to get rid of or change that is
preventing you from seeking out Jesus in
way that is not distracted?

