Christmas
Club Talk #1

Passage #1 - Luke 1:26-38
The Coming Birth of Jesus NIRV
26 In the sixth month after Elizabeth had
become pregnant, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee.
27 He was sent to a virgin. The girl was
engaged to a man named Joseph. He came
from the family line of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. 28 The angel greeted her
and said, “The Lord has given you special
favor. He is with you.”
29 Mary was very upset because of his
words. She wondered what kind of
greeting this could be. 30 But the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary. God
is very pleased with you. 31 You will
become pregnant and give birth to a son.
You must name him Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the
Most High God. The Lord God will make
him a king like his father David of long
ago. 33 He will rule forever over his
people, who came from Jacob’s family. His
kingdom will never end.”
34 “How can this happen?” Mary asked
the angel. “I am a virgin.”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit
will come to you. The power of the Most
High God will cover you. So the holy one
that is born will be called the Son of
God. 36 Your relative Elizabeth is old. And
even she is going to have a child. People
thought she could not have children. But
she has been pregnant for six months
now. 37 Nothing is impossible with God.”
38 “I serve the Lord,” Mary answered.
“May it happen to me just as you said it
would.” Then the angel left her.

An Angel Appears to Mary - NCV
26 During Elizabeth’s sixth month of
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a
virgin. She was engaged to marry a man
named Joseph from the family of David.
Her name was Mary. 28 The angel came
to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has
blessed you and is with you.”
29 But Mary was very startled by what
the angel said and wondered what this
greeting might mean.
30 The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid,
Mary; God has shown you his grace.
31 Listen! You will become pregnant and
give birth to a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord
God will give him the throne of King
David, his ancestor. 33 He will rule over
the people of Jacob forever, and his
kingdom will never end.”
34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this
happen since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel said to Mary, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will cover you. For this
reason the baby will be holy and will be
called the Son of God. 36 Now Elizabeth,
your relative, is also pregnant with a son
though she is very old. Everyone thought
she could not have a baby, but she has
been pregnant for six months. 37 God can
do anything!”
38 Mary said, “I am the servant of the
Lord. Let this happen to me as you say!”
Then the angel went away.

A Virgin Conceives - The
Message
26-28 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to the
Galilean village of Nazareth to a virgin engaged
to be married to a man descended from
David. His name was Joseph, and the virgin’s
name, Mary. Upon entering, Gabriel greeted
her:
Good morning!
You’re beautiful with God’s beauty,
Beautiful inside and out!
God be with you.
29-33 She was thoroughly shaken, wondering
what was behind a greeting like that. But the
angel assured her, “Mary, you have nothing to
fear. God has a surprise for you:You will
become pregnant and give birth to a son and
call his name Jesus.
He will be great,
be called ‘Son of the Highest.’
The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David;
He will rule Jacob’s house forever—
no end, ever, to his kingdom.”
34 Mary said to the angel, “But how? I’ve never
slept with a man.”
35 The angel answered,
The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
the power of the Highest hover over you;
Therefore, the child you bring to birth
will be called Holy, Son of God.
36-38 “And did you know that your cousin
Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is?
Everyone called her barren, and here she is six
months pregnant! Nothing, you see, is
impossible with God.”
And Mary said,
Yes, I see it all now:
I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve.
Let it be with me
just as you say.
Then the angel left her.

Passage #2 - Matthew 1:18-25
Jesus Christ Is Born - NIRV

The Birth of Jesus Christ -

The Birth of Jesus - The

18 This is how the birth of Jesus

NCV

Message

Christ came about. His mother Mary 18 This is how the birth of Jesus

18-19 The birth of Jesus took place

and Joseph had promised to get

Christ came about. His mother Mary like this. His mother, Mary, was

married. But before they started to

was engaged[a] to marry Joseph, but

live together, it became clear that

before they married, she learned she Before they came to the marriage

she was going to have a baby. She

was pregnant by the power of the

bed, Joseph discovered she was

became pregnant by the power of

Holy Spirit. 19 Because Mary’s

pregnant. (It was by the Holy Spirit,

the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband

husband, Joseph, was a good man, he

but he didn’t know that.) Joseph,

Joseph was a godly man. He did not
want to put her to shame in public.

did not want to disgrace her in
public, so he planned to divorce her

chagrined but noble, determined to

engaged to be married to Joseph.

So he planned to divorce her quietly. secretly.

take care of things quietly so Mary
would not be disgraced.

20 But as Joseph was thinking about

20 While Joseph thought about

20-23 While he was trying to figure

this, an angel of the Lord appeared

these things, an angel of the Lord

a way out, he had a dream. God’s

to him in a dream. The angel said,

came to him in a dream. The angel

angel spoke in the dream: “Joseph,

“Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid

said, “Joseph, descendant of David,

son of David, don’t hesitate to get

to take Mary home as your wife. The don’t be afraid to take Mary as your

married. Mary’s pregnancy is Spirit-

baby inside her is from the Holy

wife, because the baby in her is from conceived. God’s Holy Spirit has

Spirit. 21 She is going to have a son.

the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth made her pregnant. She will bring a

You must give him the name Jesus.
That is because he will save his

to a son, and you will name him
Jesus,[b] because he will save his

people from their sins.”

people from their sins.”

you, Joseph, will name him Jesus
—‘God saves’—because he will save

22 All of this took place to bring

22 All this happened to bring about

his people from their sins.” This

about what the Lord had said would

what the Lord had said through the

happen. He had said through the

prophet: 23 “The virgin will be

embryonic sermon to full term:

prophet, 23 “The virgin is going to

pregnant. She will have a son, and

Watch for this—a virgin will get

have a baby. She will give birth to a

they will name him Immanuel,”[c]

pregnant and bear a son;

son. And he will be called

which means “God is with us.”

They will name him Immanuel

Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) The name

24 When Joseph woke up, he did

(Hebrew for “God is with us”).
24-25 Then Joseph woke up. He did

24 Joseph woke up. He did what the

what the Lord’s angel had told him
to do. Joseph took Mary as his wife,

angel of the Lord commanded him

25 but he did not have sexual

exactly what God’s angel
commanded in the dream: He

to do. He took Mary home as his

relations with her until she gave

married Mary. But he did not

wife. 25 But he did not make love to

birth to the son. And Joseph named

consummate the marriage until she

her until after she gave birth to a

him Jesus.

had the baby. He named the baby

Immanuel means “God with us.”

son. And Joseph gave him the name
Jesus.

son to birth, and when she does,

would bring the prophet’s

Jesus.

Passage #3 - Luke 2:1-7
Jesus Is Born - NIRV
1 In those days, Caesar
Augustus made a law. It

The Birth of Jesus NCV

The Birth of Jesus - The
Message

2 At that time, Augustus

1-5 About that time Caesar

required that a list be made of Caesar sent an order that all
everyone in the whole Roman people in the countries under

Augustus ordered a census to
be taken throughout the

world. 2 It was the first time a Roman rule must list their
Empire. This was the first
list was made of the people
names in a register. 2 This was census when Quirinius was
while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3 All went to their

the first registration;[a] it was
taken while Quirinius was

governor of Syria. Everyone
had to travel to his own

own towns to be listed.

governor of Syria. 3 And all
went to their own towns to

ancestral hometown to be
accounted for. So Joseph went

went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea.

be registered.
4 So Joseph left Nazareth, a

from the Galilean town of
Nazareth up to Bethlehem in

That is where Bethlehem, the
town of David, was. Joseph

town in Galilee, and went to
the town of Bethlehem in

Judah, David’s town, for the
census. As a descendant of

went there because he
belonged to the family line of

Judea, known as the town of
David. Joseph went there

David, he had to go there. He
went with Mary, his fiancée,

David. 5 He went there with
Mary to be listed. Mary was

because he was from the
family of David. 5 Joseph

who was pregnant.

engaged to him. She was
expecting a baby.

registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged[b] and

the time came for her to give
birth. She gave birth to a son,

6 While Joseph and Mary
were there, the time came for

who was now pregnant.
6 While they were in

her firstborn. She wrapped
him in a blanket and laid him

the child to be born. 7 She
gave birth to her first baby. It

Bethlehem, the time came for
Mary to have the baby, 7 and

in a manger, because there was
no room in the hostel.

4 So Joseph went also. He

was a boy. She wrapped him in she gave birth to her first son.
large strips of cloth. Then she Because there were no rooms
placed him in a manger. There left in the inn, she wrapped
was no room for them in the the baby with pieces of cloth
inn.

and laid him in a feeding
trough.

6-7 While they were there,
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Setting the Scene:
The Old Testament foretold of the coming of Jesus as
the Messiah. To see a prominent passage about the
coming of Jesus, look at Isaiah Chapter 53. The idea
that Jesus, the Messiah, would come as a baby was
something that the Jews were not expecting. They
were expecting a king to come in on a blazing horse.
The Messiah, Jesus, is the Savior of the world. Jesus was with God as He created the world.
Jesus has been part of God’s plan to save the world since God existed (John 1:1). Jesus came
into the world a humble servant. Jesus has had every experience we have had as humans. This
makes Jesus so relatable to us.

Where are kids at:
The story of the birth of Jesus can feel far away or not
even real. Jesus is more important than Santa in every
way. We can not assume that kids have heard the
Christmas story. In our postmodern/post-Christian
world, many kids are growing up never hearing the story
of Jesus’ birth. It is our responsibility as Young Life leaders
to tell the story of Jesus’ birth with excellence.

Joseph and Mary are teenagers. They would feel that the news of Mary being pregnant would
be life altering news. Many kids have had life altering experiences like Joseph and Mary with the
announcement of Jesus birth. Their lives were turned up side down.

Background on the Passages:
Jesus was born in obscurity in the first century BC. Bethlehem is a tiny town with a long
history in Jewish culture. Joseph and Mary are summoned to Bethlehem from Nazareth for a
census for the Roman government. Joseph would need to be counted and to be counted, he
needed to take his very pregnant wife to be with him to Bethlehem.
Mary - Mary is pledged to be married to Joseph. By
Jewish culture, she has to be in a one year betrothal
period. Which means that if she was pregnant, the
husband to be could leave. An angel comes to Mary,
letting her know that she is pregnant. The pregnancy
comes from God, not man. She is a Virgin when Jesus
is born.
To kids this may seem impossible. The over sexualized
world we live in, virginity is a foreign concept to kids.
This is the way in which God intended the world to
be. Jesus wants our value in culture to be His value in
culture. We will fail in this every time because of our
sin nature.
Joseph - Joseph is a carpenter by trade. In the
culture of Jesus day, a son would take the trade of
their father. This means that Jesus was taught the
trade of His father, carpentry.
Mary is very pregnant when she travels with Joseph
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. This journey would be a
minimum of a three days over very difficult terrane.
When Joseph and Mary reach Bethlehem there is no
place for them to stay. Joseph would most likely have
family in the area. We don’t know why Joseph and
Mary did not stay with Joseph’s family.
An inn keeper gives Joseph and Mary access to his
stable. Jesus is born in a stable. Around live stock,
animal feed and animal poop. Mary places Jesus in a
manger. We often think of a manager with grander
thoughts. The manager is an animal feeding troff.

