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 Scripture Passages: 
• The Shepherds and the Angels - Luke 2:8-20  
• The Visit of the Magi - Matthew 2:1-12 
• The Escape to Egypt - Matthew 2:13-16



Setting the Scene: !!
Jesus birth in Bethlehem could have gone unnoticed, if it were not for angels, shepherds and magi 
from a foreign land.  The Jewish prophecy about a coming king of the jews would be known by the 
shepherds.  What is the chance that the magi from a foreign land and a foreign language would know 
about the prophecy of the coming of Jesus?  They would have not had access to the prophecy unless 
God wanted them to know. !!
Background on the Passages:!!
Shepherds - Only God knows why the shepherds are the first group, besides Joseph and Mary, to see 
Jesus after His birth.  Shepherds are uneducated loners who keep sheep both day and night.  In the 
culture of the time, the shepherds would have been one of the last people to be invited to see baby 
Jesus.  The angel tells the shepherds do not be afraid.  They follow the call that God has for them to 
see baby Jesus. !!
Magi - The magi were astronomers or royalty from most likely Persia or southern Arabia, both of which 
are east of Jerusalem.  How the magi knew about the Jewish prophecy, we don’t know.  God made 
sure that they would have access to Jesus as a young child.  When the magi visit Jesus, He is most 
likely not new born.  Jesus could have been up to two years old.  The gifts (gold, frankincense & myrrh) 
that the magi bring Jesus and His family, were enough for them to survive on during their escape to 
Egypt.  God used the magi to to take care of Jesus and His family while they were in Egypt. !!
Herod - Herod was a ruler that the jews hated.  Prior to Jesus birth, the Jews tried to over throw Herod, 
but were unsuccessful.  He ruled with an iron fist.  He killed many of his own family including one of his 
wives and some of his sons. !!
After Herod had heard that Jesus was born, by the magi, he sent his troops into Nazareth to kill all the 
baby boys two years and under.  Jesus and His family had already escaped to Egypt by the time 
Herod’s troops arrive in Bethlehem.  God had protected Jesus from Herod’s wrath. !!
Escape to Egypt - God speaks to Joseph in a dream to take Mary and Jesus and escape to Egypt.  We 
don’t know what they did in Egypt or how long that they stayed there.  Joseph being a carpenter, would 
have most likely found a job a s a carpenter or Jesus’ family could have lived off the gifts that magi 
brought them for a couple of years. !!
Where are kids at:!!
We all feel like Shepherds (maybe lonely, isolated people that we feel are hard for others to love us) or 
like Magi (kings or queens of our own universe).  Jesus came for all people, including these two 
groups.  Both groups see Jesus as an a infant or young child.  The lowest of lows and the highest of 
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